
CHAIR

Sherwyn Williams, Kensington Swan, Wellington
Sherwyn has specialised in construction law for over 25 years, mainly in the 
context of claims and dispute resolution.  He has acted for many building and 
construction companies in respect of projects in NZ and overseas, and for a variety 
of owners and industry organisations.  Sherwyn has acted as counsel in numerous 
cases, and as an arbitrator and an adjudicator under the Construction Contracts Act.  
He is a member of the Arbitrators’ and Mediators’ Institute’s panels of arbitrators 
and adjudicators, and is a council member of the NZ Society of Construction Law.

Ed Crook, Russell McVeagh, Auckland
Ed has extensive commercial property experience in both NZ and the 
UK – property development, sales and leasing and all associated construction and 
fi nancing work.  He has been involved in numerous offi ce, industrial, retail, hotel, 
marina and multi-unit residential developments, and the property aspects of many 
corporate mergers and acquisitions.  

Keith Dick, Consulting Engineer, Auckland
With 37 years’ experience as an engineer, Keith currently acts as expert adviser, 
liaising with and briefi ng lawyers and solicitors on behalf of clients, conducts 
feasibility reviews of proposed major projects, and facilitates dispute resolution. 
He is on emergency call for project management/site supervision of construction 
work, including contract management, and is the engineer to contract for $40 
million of Transit road maintenance contracts. He is a member of the Institution 
of Professional Engineers of NZ and an associate member of the NZ Contractors 
Federation.

Philippa Fee, Jones Fee, Auckland
Philippa has been practising as a broad-based commercial litigation specialist since 
1980.  Her particular areas of expertise cover insurance, corporate legal services 
and receiverships and insolvency.  Philippa is a member of the NZ Society of 
Construction Law. She has been a very active member of the Auckland District 
Law Society committee of the Australian and NZ Institute of Insurance and 
Finance, holding positions on various subcommittees responsible for professional 
development of the insurance industry.  

Duncan Halliwell, Kensington Swan, Auckland
Duncan joined Kensington Swan as a specialist construction lawyer, having 
previously worked for seven years in the UK’s pre-eminent construction law fi rm 
Pinsent Masons.  He advises all members of the construction industry, including 
developers, contractors, local and central government, subcontractors and 
consultants on effective construction procurement and dispute resolution.  Duncan 
has extensive experience on all major contract forms used in NZ including 3910, 
NZIA, FIDIC and NEC and all major procurement methods including PPP, Design 
and Build, Collaborative Working and Alliance Contracts
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Andrew Hazleton, Hazleton Law, Auckland
Andrew is a partner in Hazelton Law a small fi rm that specialises in construction 
law.  He advises professionals, developers, contractors and subcontractors on 
industry-wide issues, including liability issues and dispute resolution, in many 
and varied forums.  Andrew is a member of the Chartered Professional Engineers 
Council.  He is on the AMINZ adjudication panel list, and is Honorary Solicitor for 
the NZ Building Subcontractors Federation.

Stuart Robertson, Kensington Swan, Auckland
Stuart is a partner in Kensington Swan’s specialist, and award winning, building 
and construction law team.  As well as past experience as an electrician and 
computer hardware engineer, Stuart has over 12 years’ experience as a construction 
lawyer.  He advises on all aspects of building and construction law and represents 
clients in traditional and alternative dispute resolution forums including mediation, 
court, arbitration, adjudication and the WHRS.  Stuart regularly presents seminars 
on the CCA, Building Act, NZS3910:2003 and the WHRS, and contributes to a 
number of publications on building and construction issues.

John Walton, Commercial Barrister, Auckland
After four years in practice in Wellington, John worked for eight years in 
infrastructure development, including four years as part of a team advising the 
Hong Kong Government on its new airport development. He joined Buddle 
Findlay as a senior associate in1995, and as a partner in 1998.  In 2003, John went 
to the bar as a construction law specialist, with a particular interest in confl ict 
avoidance and dispute management.  John is on the AMINZ panels of mediators, 
and is a construction contracts adjudicator.  

Michael Weatherall, Simpson Grierson, Auckland
Michael is a partner and head of the construction law team at Simpson Grierson, 
and is one of New Zealand’s leading construction and infrastructure lawyers 
with twenty years of project and dispute resolution experience across all industry 
sectors.  Michael is the author of the Building and Construction title in the Laws of 
New Zealand publication by Lexis Nexis.  He was also on the drafting committee 
of NZS3910:2003 the New Zealand Standard Conditions of Contract for Building 
and Civil Engineering Construction and had a lead role in the drafting of the latest 
edition of the IPENZ/ ACENZ Conditions of Contract for Consultancy Services.  
He has advised on many of the largest and most complex construction projects and 
disputes in New Zealand in recent years.




